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Canada, France, UK launch
research workshops exploring
societal implications of Artificial
Intelligence

CIFAR, CNRS and UKRI to provide a total of CAD$400,000 to
convene international, interdisciplinary and multi-sectoral working
groups on responsible Al

April 15, 2019, Toronto, ON — CIFAR, in partnership with the the French National Centre for
Scientific Research (CNRS) and UK Research and Innovation (UKRI), has launched a series of
international AI & Society research workshops to examine the economic, ethical, policy and
legal implications of Artificial Intelligence (AI) on society.

As Al technologies become more integrated into daily life through digital assistants and
self-driving vehicles, their responsible and ethical development is a pressing concern. The new
workshops, set to take place from June 2019 to June 2020 across Canada, France and the UK,
will build on international collaborations and bring together perspectives from the social
sciences, humanities, law, engineering and computer science as well as policy, business and civil
society. The interdisciplinary groups will explore how AI will impact different populations and
sectors.

Administered and managed by CIFAR with support from CNRS and UKRI, the workshops
explore the global implications of Al on a range of topics - from future conflicts in the Arctic
and societal trust in Al systems to how Al may impact the practice of medicine. Each workshop
will also produce a non-technical publication with insights for policy-makers in the public and
private sectors as well as the public. The eight workshops were carefully selected after a
three-month adjudication process. Each workshop will receive up to CAD$50,000 for a total
combined commitment of CAD$400,000 from all three organizations for this joint call.



“The strength of these workshops is their interdisciplinary, international and cross-sectoral
perspectives” says Dr. Alan Bernstein, President and CEO at CIFAR. “Al is being adopted
around the world. It’s critical that we develop new ways to understand what the implications are
across populations, sectors and disciplines. CIFAR is thrilled to partner with France and the UK
to advance understanding on Al in society.”

This new initiative is the second stream of workshops realized through CIFAR’s AI & Society
program, which was launched in 2017. The AI & Society program is a key pillar of the CIFAR
Pan-Canadian Al Strategy, a $125 million investment from the Government of Canada with the

goal of supporting Canada’s leadership in machine learning research and training.

For Antoine Petit, Chairman and CEO of the CNRS, “it is essential to strive to analyse and
better understand the potential ethical, social, legal or economic repercussions of artificial
intelligence. The CNRS is happy to join forces with the CIFAR and UKRI to contribute to the
reflection around these issues.”

“The potential of artificial intelligence is reaching all areas of society and business, so it is
crucial that we give due consideration to the social and ethical implications of their greater
use,” says UK Research and Innovation Chief Executive, Professor Sir Mark Walport. “The
workshops announced today, in partnership with CIFAR and CNRS, will make an important
contribution to exploring the impact of artificial intelligence, and generate insights that will
inform policy, business and the public.”

The full list of workshops and proposal teams is available here.

About CIFAR

CIFAR is a Canadian-based, global charitable organization that convenes extraordinary minds
to address science and humanity’s most important questions.

By supporting long-term interdisciplinary collaboration, CIFAR provides researchers with an
unparalleled environment of trust, transparency and knowledge sharing. Our time-tested model
inspires new directions of inquiry, accelerates discovery and yields breakthroughs across
borders and academic disciplines. Through knowledge mobilization, we are catalysts for change
in industry, government and society. CIFAR’s community of fellows includes 19 Nobel laureates
and more than 400 researchers from 22 countries. In 2017, the Government of Canada appointed
CIFAR to develop and lead the Pan-Canadian Artificial Intelligence Strategy, the world's first
national Al strategy.

CIFAR is generously supported by the governments of Canada, British Columbia, Alberta,
Ontario and Quebec, Canadian and international partners, as well as individuals, foundations
and corporations.


https://www.cifar.ca/ai/pan-canadian-artificial-intelligence-strategy
https://www.cifar.ca/ai/pan-canadian-artificial-intelligence-strategy
https://www.cifar.ca/ai/pan-canadian-artificial-intelligence-strategy
https://www.cifar.ca/ai/ai-society/workshops-call-two

About CNRS

Founded on October 19, 1939, the French National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS) is
among the world's leading research institutions. Its scientists explore the living world, matter,
the Universe, and the functioning of human societies in order to meet the major challenges of
today and tomorrow. Internationally recognised for the excellence of its scientific research, the
CNRS is a reference in the world of research and development, as well as for the general public.

www.cnrs.fr/en

About UKRI

UK Research and Innovation is a new body which works in partnership with universities,
research organisations, businesses, charities, and government to create the best possible
environment for research and innovation to flourish. We aim to maximise the contribution of
each of our component parts, working individually and collectively. We work with our many
partners to benefit everyone through knowledge, talent and ideas.

Operating across the whole of the UK with a combined budget of more than £7 billion, UK
Research and Innovation brings together the Arts and Humanities Research Council;
Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council; Engineering and Physical Sciences
Research Council; Economic and Social Research Council; Innovate UK; Medical Research
Council; Natural Environment Research Council; Research England; and Science and
Technology Facilities Council.
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