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Chihuahuas, the last descendants of South American pre-
colonial dogs

While human fisher-hunter-gatherer populations were present over 14,000 years ago in South Amer-
ica, it was not until the first agrarian civilisations 7,000 years later that traces of the development and
dispersal of indigenous dog lineages can be observed on the continent. European colonisation in the
sixteenth century later introduced new dog lineages, whose genetic contributions can be found today
primarily among local breeds, practically eliminating any genetic heritage of indigenous ones. The Chi-
huahua remains the dog breed with the most traces of authentic Mesoamerican genetic lineages.

These results, which emerged from research conducted by an international team led by scientists from
the CNRS, MNHN, IRD, and Université de Rennes?, were recently published in the journal Proceedings
of Biology. They reflect changes to the way of life of ancient populations, as well as the upheaval
wrought by colonial history.

They were achieved by combining archaeological and genetic data in order to establish an initial chro-
nology for the dispersal of dogs on the continent.

Read the CNRS Le Journal article on “How the dog re-discovered America” (in French): https://lejour-
nal.cnrs.fr/articles/comment-le-chien-a-redecouvert-lamerique

Removal of a dog skull from the Huaca Grande archaeological site, in Peru
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