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The CNRS, Lyon 1 University, and
URGO are joining forces to create the
wound care of the future

® The CNRS, Lyon 1 University, and the French family-owned enterprise URGO have
combined their expertise to expand scientific knowledge and accelerate innovation for
cutaneous fragility and chronic wounds.

® The teams will work for six years to develop new treatments for chronic wounds such as
leg ulcers, diabetic foot ulcers, and bedsores.

On 1 April 2026 the enterprise URGO, the CNRS, and Lyon 1 University inaugurated
the Olympe associated research laboratory (LabCom), the first in France for
preventing, treating, and healing chronic wounds.

Nearly 40 researchers, clinicians, and engineers will collaborate for six years to
accelerate our understanding of healing mechanisms, as well as the emergence of
innovative therapeutic solutions. Olympe possesses unparalleled complementary
expertise: the CNRS and Lyon 1 University, via the Laboratory of Tissue Biology and
Therapeutic Engineering, provide their knowledge of biological tissue mechanisms,
while URGO provides its expertise in the treatment of serious wounds.

A public health issue

In France, an estimated 2 million people! suffer from a chronic wound, or approximately 3% of the
population, a prevalence that could reach 2% of the global population, or 40 million people?. These
pathologies, which are often invisible, have a major impact on quality of life, independence, and
healthcare costs. To contend with this major issue, the URGO group has joined forces with the CNRS
and Lyon 1 University to address a high-profile scientific challenge: to better understand, prevent, and
treat cutaneous fragility, in addition to chronic wounds of the skin and mucous membrane. This
collaboration marks a change of scale in addressing these complex pathologies. For a period of six
years, scientists from the pharmaceutical group will combine their skills and resources with those of



teams from the Laboratory of Tissue Biology and Therapeutic Engineering (CNRS/ Lyon 1 University),
experts in healthy and pathological tissue.

Understanding skin and its behaviour to improve treatment

At the intersection of biology, chemistry, bioinformatics, and engineering, this new collaboration will
revolve around three major research focuses:

1) Expanding knowledge on the functioning of biological tissue at all scales, including its
environment and systems of fragility;

2) Studying the tissue’s response capacity to physiological (including aging and inflammation
management) and mechanical stress (pressure applied to the skin, tissue stretching from
wounds);

3) Improving existing therapeutic treatments and developing new, innovative approaches for care
and prevention.

The research conducted at Olympe seeks to develop direct applications for patients, notably improved
healing of leg ulcers; more effective treatment of bedsores and diabetic foot ulcers; and reduced
healing time and complications, all resulting in improved quality of life for patients.

Consolidation of along-standing collaboration between academic research and business

The Olympe LabCom grew out of a collaboration initiated over 15 years ago between URGO, the
CNRS, and Lyon 1 University. This partnership has already advanced research on venous and
diabetic foot ulcers, supported multiple theses, and generated scientific publications as well as
patented innovations.

This cooperation is changing scale with Olympe. The laboratory will include nearly 40 people, and
conduct up to six research projects per year, for a total of thirty during the duration of the programme.
It also includes a training component to promote the emergence of new expertise on healing and
regenerative medicine.

In the context of an aging population and rising chronic pathologies, this initiative represents an
essential lever for fostering groundbreaking innovation, and for maintaining France among the world’s
leaders in health research.

“The CNRS is thrilled by the creation of the OLYMPE associated research laboratory, a new step
forward in a relation of great trust with the URGO group, built through numerous scientific
collaborations since 2009. This LabCom, which includes Lyon 1 University and focuses on biological
tissue and therapeutic solutions for cutaneous pathologies and healing, is a fine illustration of
complementarity between public research and industrial innovation” indicates Mehdi Gmar, the CNRS
Chief Innovation Officer.

“With OLYMPE, we're taking things to the next level: by joining forces with the CNRS and Lyon 1
University, we’re creating the conditions to turn scientific breakthroughs into concrete solutions for
patients. This collaboration allows us to move faster and deeper in our understanding of wound
healing mechanisms, so we can better address the major challenge of wound care.



It builds on URGO'’s longstanding commitment to research in France, driven by the conviction that
therapeutic innovation arises from the dialogue between basic science, clinical expertise, and
industry. With OLYMPE, we reaffirm our ambition: to develop, right here in France, the wound healing
technologies that will shape the medicine of tomorrow” adds Guirec Le Lous, President at URGO
Medical.

“The OLYMPE associated research laboratory demonstrates the ambition of Lyon 1 University to
combine scientific excellence and industrial innovation in the service of patients. With regard to
cutaneous pathologies, this partnership between the CNRS, Lyon 1, and Urgo strengthens the bond
between research and concrete solutions. It is another key step in affirming Lyon as a leading
international health centre” enthuses Bruno Lina, the President of Lyon 1 University.

From left to right: Guillaume Olive, General Manager of Urgo, Research, Innovation and Development ; Laurent Apert, Research Center
Director, co-scientific lead of the Olympe LabCom ; Dominique Sigaudo — Roussel, Director of the Laboratory of Tissue Biology and
Therapeutic Engineering, co-scientific lead of the Olympe LabCom; Catherine Grandhomme, Director of the Business Relations Department
of the CNRS ; Bruno Lina, President of Lyon 1 University.

About the CNRS

A major player in basic research worldwide, the National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS) is the only French
organisation active in all scientific fields. Its unique position as a multi-specialist enables it to bring together all of the scientific
disciplines in order to shed light on and understand the challenges of today's world, in connection with public and socio-
economic stakeholders. Together, the different sciences contribute to sustainable progress that benefits society as a whole.
https://www.cnrs.fr/en

About URGO

The URGO Group is a French family-owned company founded in 1880 in Burgundy and is now a leading mid-sized company
in the healthcare sector. The company has 4,000 employees worldwide, including 2,000 in France. The Group has
experienced rapid growth over the past decade, tripling its revenue to reach €930 million in 2025—60% of which is generated
internationally—and expanding its presence to more than 60 countries through 20 subsidiaries. True to its industrial roots,
URGO has invested more than €330 million in R&D over the past 10 years. The Group’s industrial expertise plays a key role


https://www.cnrs.fr/en

in its development by enabling rapid time-to-market, controlled quality, and secure supply chains. With 12 manufacturing
sites worldwide, including 6 in France, the Group has built a unique industrial model that enables it to produce healthcare
solutions at the right time, in the right place, and at the right price, all while meeting the required quality standards.

About Lyon 1 University

The Lyon 1 University of Science, Technology, Health and Sport has more than 49,000 students and has been offering
excellent training and cutting-edge research in an attractive environment for more than 50 years. The 5,000 staff members
who make up the University work every day to provide a demanding educational program that is as close as possible to the
reality of research, and is supported by 2,800 teacher-researchers. Its staff are also involved on a daily basis in developing
high-quality research, carried out within 88 research units equipped with unique facilities. Lyon 1 University is also an
innovative university that has seen the creation of nearly 30 start-ups since 2020. Research at Lyon 1 University is
interdisciplinary and focused on the major societal challenges of our time, helping to advance science in France and
internationally.

Notes :

1. According to the Société frangaise et francophonie des plaies et cicatrisations (SFFPC),
2016.

2. According to the study ‘Approaches to cutaneous wound healing: basics and future
directions.’ Zeng et al. Cell and Tissue Research, 2018. DOI: 10.1007/s00441-018-2830-1
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